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1 Cor. I. 25. latter part. 
The Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men. 


HE Word which we here render Weakneſs is 
manifeſtly uſed by St. Paul in a twofold 
Signification, ſometimes for Sufferings and 
Afflictions, ſometimes for accidental Infir- 
mities, or Natural Defe&s. My Text includes them 
both, and in effect declares, that the Perſons and Me- 
thods made choice of for propagating the Chriſtian 
Faith, however deſpiſed by the Children of this 
World, were notwithſtanding more for its Advantage, 
than any of thoſe could have been, which They, who 
only look at Humane Means, would have thought moſt cf 
conducive to this purpoſe. And thus I am direly *: 2 
brought by the Paſſage before us, to my Third and % 
Laſt General Head, vi. ** 


III. That The Succeſs tbe Goſpel met with in the Norld „ 
3s an irrefragable Argument of its Doctrine coming from + a 
God. In proof whereof, I ſhall ſet my ſelf to conſi- * & py 
der how this Concluſion is warranted ; Firſt, By te 


Perſecutions and Afflictions: and, Secondly, By the 
mean Condition, and natural Endowments of the firſt 
Planters of it. | | 
Our Adverſaries on this occafion ſeem to be agreed 
in thinking it reaſonable, that, when Almighty God 
intended to cftabliſh a Religion which ſhould Perfect | 
and Superſede all that went before: A Religion, to 2 
which Men were bound to ſubmit at their utmoſt TR 
B peril, = 
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peril, and to reſt entirely upon it for their everlaſting- 

Happineſs and Salvation: It hath I ſay, been thought 

' reaſonable to expect, that a Religion of ſo mighty 
and general Importance fhould have preſented it ſelf 

to the World in Circumſtances the moſt inviting that 

could poſſibly be imagined : That this at leaſt was a 

gracious and very ſeaſonable Condeſcention to thoſe 

Infirmities of Humane Nature, which are eaſily diſ- 

couraged by any Hazards attending their Duty ; and- 

but too prone to decline a courſe of Diſcipline and 

ſevere Virtue, even at the cheapeſt rate, and with the 

greateſt Security to their Fortunes.and Perſons, They 

therefore, who look no farther than Humane Nature, 
and Humane Means, may well enough be allow'd to 

lie under great Surpriſe; when they ſee the Founda- 

tions of a Religion, defign'd to be univerſal, laid in 
the Diſgrace of a Crucified Maſter, the Poverty and 

Simplicity. of illiterate Publicans and Fiſhermen; and 
and the Blood and Sufferings of the much greater 

part of Them, who, at its firſt ſetting out into the 

World, had the hardineſs to embrace it upon ſuch 

forbidding Terms. Nor were theſe Calamities un- 

lookt- for, or what Men found themſelves trapann'd 

into ; for, as the Scripture confeſſes Chriſtianity to 
(A. have been a Se# (a) every where ſpoken againſt, (0 
uv 22. the Conditions propoſed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

| were expreſly clogg'd with the Incumbrances of S 
(b) 2 Tim. iũ. ferings and Perſecutionc, 955 Hatred and Reviling, and 
Mir A vie. having even their Good Evil ſpoken- of, being brought 
Luk Zvi xxi before Rulers and Kings, clapped up in Priſons, trea- 
John xyi 2. ted with the moſt unnatural Treachery and Baſeneſs, 


— 


the moſt unrelenting Barbarity and Spight, Mur- 


der'd under the Notion of doing Service to God, 
and all this without ſo. much as the pretence of any 


Crime. | 
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'Crime, except that which was in truth their bright- 
eſt Virtue, the Profeſſion of, and ſtedfaſt Adherence 
to the Bleſſed Goſpel of the Son of God. 

With great Numbers of People this Treatment had 
the Effect that one would naturally look for. The 
Goſpel thus became for ſome time to Moſt a Scandal 
and a Terror, to its Enemies a matter of Inſult and 
Deriſion; Many were diſcouraged from allowing it 
any part of their Conſideration, and Some, who had 
confeſſed, but not ſufficiently confidered it, were too 
ſoon prevailed upon to forſake that Faith, upon the 
approach of Dangers and Loſſes, which, like raſb Buil- 
ers they had not —_— the full Expence of, and ſo 
were not provided for ſuſtaining. And in generalit may 
be ſaid, that, whatever Prejudices Men might con- 
<ceive againſt this Doctrine upon Other Accounts, could 
not fail to make a much deeper Impreſfſion, when 
driven home by that Love of Eaſe, and the Ten- 
derneſs for this World and its Comforts, which clings 
ſo cloſe to Creatures of Fleſh and Blood. Nor was 
it, humanely ſpeaking, at all probable, that ſuch Sug- 
geſtions ſhould be unſucceſsful, when They, who un- 
dertook to perſwade the being Deaf to them, did 
themſelves miniſter new, inftead of bearing down any 
former Prejudices. Their Character and Circumſtan- 
ces being fo far from giving them Anthority, as to 
expoſe them to the publick Scorn of all, whom 
Greatneſs and Riches, and Worldly Policy, and po- 
lite Learning had rendred eminent and in 'general 
Vogue; or ſhould diſpoſe to ſcoff, and deride a handful 
of bold undertaking Men, who wanted all Thefe, and 
yet were hardy enough to encounter; and reprove, 
and hope to ſubdue thoſe who had them in the moſt 
exquiſite Degree. 8 2 
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eſtabliſhed upon Per 
| en Accounts. 


uch is the face of things, which 1 ga es l St. 
Paul to mean here by the Weakneſs of God; which 
though it might ſuffice to vindicate, if I ſhould only 
ut you in remembrance how much it hath in Fact 
Rronger - than Men ; yet my Deſign at preſent is 
to prove, that this Succeſs is not only from God, 
but ſo. worthy of him, as to be an unanſwerable Evi- 
dence of the Doctrine thus ſuccceding; And that no 
other Method could have been more, 1 might ſay ſo 
effectual, to convince every ſober and e Man 
of its being certainly Divine. 
In order whereunto, I beg you to conſider, Firſt, 
the Service manifeſtly done to Chriſtianity, by bein 15 
——— e Jpg. the 


1. The firm Belief of its Dodrines, 

2. The Union of its Profeſſors. Aud, 

3. The Power of it's Influence upon their Lives 
and Actions. 

1. Its Doctrines were the more firmly believed by 
this manner of propagating them. For all Truth in ge- 
neral gains this conſiderable Advantage by being con- 
tradicted, and warmly withſtood, that it is more 
thoroughly ſtudied, more cautiouſly received, more 
vigorouſly and fairly vindicated. The great and 
common Corrupters of the Underſtanding are Cre-, 
dulity and wy of -— Theſe make Men willing to 
take Things upon Fruſt ; and even, in Affairs of the 
laſt Imp = ſuch as their All, not in This only, 
but Atother: World depends upon, to think all well 
enough, while they. keep the broad beaten Way, and 
believe as others believe. How.infinite-are the Num- 
bers of ignorant Souls, whoſe Religion is not ſo much 
their: Choice, as their Fate, or their Inheritance; * 

ct; 
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of whoſe Principles no other Account can be given; 
than that, being born in a Country, and deſcending 
from Anceſtors, which had theſe in Veneration, They 
_ likewiſe receive them, leſt they fhould degenerate 
from their Families; and ſtick to them out of a falſe 
Modeſty, which fears the being thought Singular, or 
affecting to be wiſer than their Neighbours or Fore- 
fathers> Tis thus that Error oftentimes enlarges, as 
well as ſupports it's Dominions: Or, if by better chance 
fuch ſtumble upon Truth, yet is the Bottom they ſtand 
upon ſo ſandy and unfaithful Ground, that we are not 
to wonder if the Building be ſhaken with every Blaſt 
of Doctrine. Such is the Miſchief of taking the ſhorteſt 
Cut to an Opinion, and relying upon Cuſtom, Exam- 
ple, or the Credit of Other Men's Judgments; rather 
than we will be at the Pains of travelling in ſearch 
of Truth, and fixing our Minds upon a Rock by a 
diligent and due Information of Our OW. 
This is plainly the Condition of too many Mens 
4 Belief: But then it is generally fo, at ſuch times, and 
4 in ſuch points, as bring Priviledges and good Graces, 
and, inſtead of involving People in Trouble and Dan- 
ger, are rather a Protection againſt them. Fhis Evil 
therefore, as to Chriſtianity, is of a later date, and 
grew up with the Peace and Proſperity of the Church. 
Heretofore, when all that the World eſteems dear lay 
at ſtake, Men were content to move more circumſpect- 
b. ly, and never grudged the trouble of feeing with their 
1 own Eyes. The Concern was then too tender, and 
the Riſque too great to be ventured upon the Credit 
1 of any. Judgment but, their own. For when the Soul 
and all the Hopes of Heaven were to be weighed 
0 againſt” the Safety of the Body, the Pleaſures of 
3H Senſe, and all the Advantages of the preſent Life > of 
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queſtion can be made, but good Care was taken, 
to ſee which ſide the Ballance would incline to. The 
Paſſions and Deſires of the Natural Man, and the En- 
joy ments we daily taſt and con verſe with, have indeed 
ſo ſtrong an Influence upon every one of us, that it is 
no eaſy matter to determine againſt them. So that 
when Men were ſatisſied to Sacrifice Theſe to Princi- 
ples that forbid them to be indulged, and offer only 
Expectations of diſtant unſeen Happineſs, in lieu of 
PFruition down in Hand; this is a violent Preſumpti- 
-on, that the Scale of Religion is incomparably the 
heavier and more ſubſtantial. For fince all the Bribe- 
ry of Senſe, and all the Byaſs of Nature lie to draw us 
the other way; Nothing leſs than impartial Enquiry, 
and well weighed Reſolution could prevail for van- 
quiſhing theſe, and pronouncing Sentence againſt ſo 
-much Intereſt and Inclination. And conſequently, God 
could not have conſulted the Honour and Advantage 
of Truth more, than by ordering Matters ſo, that it 
ſhould not for ſome time be poſſible for Men to 
Tetain This and their worldly Conveniences together. 
Becauſe it was hereby evident, that the renouncing 
Thoſe for the Truth's ſake, could not proceed from 
any other Motive, than the overruling Power of This 

upon their Conſciences and Underſtandingss. 
Hie muſt be very little acquainted with Mankind, 
who hath not obſerved, how obſtinately we ſet our 
ſelves to disbelieve, and with what impatience we 
even hear thoſe things that croſs our Wiſhes, and our 
Profit. How we magnify every Shadow of an Argu- 
ment, and form the ſtrangeſt Prejudices in our Minds, 
*hat, in deſpight of Teſtimony and Experience, we 
may have ſome Pretence not to let go the Opinions 
we are fond of and accuftom'd to. And if Men * ry 
xed, 
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fixed, if almoſt inflexible, in Matters of leſs Moment, 
as we daily ſee they are; How ean we think they would 
be leſs tenacious and ſtiff in thoſe of the higheſt 
Concernment? How extravagant is it to ſuppoſe, that 
where Eſtate and Family, Honour and Safety, and- 
Eife it ſelf were in Hazard, they ſhould not do them--- 
ſelves the juſtice of preſenting to their moſt ſerious - 
Thoughts every Objection, and ſet cach of theſe in 
the beſt Light, that the Caſe could poſſibly bear. 
Now never was there any occaſion that called for ſuch. 
mature Deliberation, like the firſt embracing of Chri- 
ſtianity. The Signs of God's Hand in the avowing 
this Religion were clear and ſtrong, and his Voice 
to Mankind very loud and plain; But then the Incon-- 4.4 
venience of complying was at the ſame time mani-- wy 
fold, exceeding grievous, and as plainly unavoidable. 6 4 


If they came in, all here below was loſt: And if the 
Goſpel ſhould at laſt. prove an Impoſtare, then all 
hereafter was loſt too: If they ſtood out, they had w 
this Encouragement , that the - Advantages of this f N 
World were ſtill their own, which is a Conffderation 1 
neither like, nor indeed fit to be neglected. And = 
when the Choice would turn upon ſuch Difticulties - __ = 
as thefe, we muſt conclude the Men that chefe to be W 
Chriſtians to have been all ſtark mad; or elſe allow, * 
that they certainly lookt well before them, and were 
entirely convinced that they went upon firm Ground, 
and an invincible perſwaſion of their Duty. And the 
more ſenſible they were of this, the more nicely, it is 
plain, muſt our Religion have been examined ; And 
the greater Strugle they found before they ſurrendred 
to it, the more glorious were the Conqueſts it made. - 
over them. | 


And, 
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And, as the Truth would upon theſe Terms be more 
Cautiouſly received, fo would it on the ſame Terms 
gain that other very conſiderable Advantage of being 
more Vigoroufly and Fairly vindicated. More vigo- 
rouſly, becauſe when Men take up a Perſwaſion, with- 
out being able to give a good Reaſon for it; they 
are commonly as ready to quit it again, without be- 
ing able to give a good Reaſon againſt it too. But 
a Belief reſulting from mature Conſideration, and 
choſen in deſpight of Danger and Diſcouragements, 
is prepared for any Difficulties that attack it. Not 
only ſo, but Men's Thoughts and Zeal are too apt to 
cool and grow remiſs, even after the wiſeſt Choice. 
There ſeems to be ſomewhat neceſſary to Goodneſs, 
which ſtagnates as it were for want of Motion, and asks 
a little Ruffling and Reſiſtance to keep the ferment up. 
And this Oppoſition and Perſecution effectually do; 
They fan our Devotion, ſharpen our Wit, ſtrengthen 
our Reflection, exert-all our Powers, and give another 
Turn, 'a generous Air to all we Think, and Speak, and 
Do. We ſhould not know our own Strength, and 
much leſs that of the Divine Grace working in and 
with ns, were there perpetual Peace ; nor could there 
be any Tryal of Sincerity, without ſomewhat of Dan- 
ger and Suffering to call it into the Field. Twas thus 
therefore, that Almighty God choſe to make our bright- 
eſt Patterns fo illaſtrious. The Malice of their Enemies 
was Inſtrumental in adding to their Honour ; Their Slan- 
ders and Reproaches obliged Us, with the incomparable 
Piety and Pains, of Writings, which, if diligently 
ſtudied, would qualify us to anſwer all the Objections 
of any Weight, that have been hitherto, or ſhall to the 
World's end be made againſt the Faith once delivered 
ts the Saints, The rather, becauſe to the ſame Cauſes 
422 2 HE We 
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we owe not the Vigour only, but the Fairneſs and 
Honeſty too of all their Reaſonings upon this Occaſi- 
on. For though Men are exceeding apt to give us 
falſe Colours inſtead of ſolid Arguments; yet it is 
in behalf of profitable and convenient Notions only, 
that they ſet their Wits upon the Stretch. A perſe- 
cuted Doctrine miniſters no ſuch Temptation. This 
can never ſhine by any Light but its own; And They, 
who take upon them ta defend it at the Expence of 
all they have, may to be ſure, if any Men living may, 
be depended upon for fair undeſigning Argument, 
and a right ſtating of the Matter in debate. Thus 
much then ſuffice at preſent, for making you ſenſible 
of how great Service the Perſecutions of the Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians were to Religion, So far as 
the firm Belief of its Doctrines is concerned. 

2. Nor was it a little Service which theſe Sufferings 
did, Secondly, by contributing to the Union of Chri- 
ſtians among themſelves, and a mutual good Corre- 
ſpondence throughout the Church in general. There 
is in corrupt Nature a reſtleſs Spirit of Envy and Emu- 
lation, which nothing ſo effectually compoſes, as the 
Feeling or the Fear of a common Enemy. And, fince 
the Goſpel does not undertake utterly to extirpate, 
but only to ſweeten and reduce the Leaven in us; 
it was not to be expected, but the Seeds of Coruption 
would put forth, as proper Opportunities and Tem 
tations ſhould offer, But the afflicted State of the 
Church did in great meaſure cut off thoſe Oceaſions, 
and furniſhed no Matter for ſuch depraved Diſpoſi- 
tions to feed upon, The Senſe of perpetual Oppreſ- 
ſion, the Examples of infinite Tortures and Deaths, 
ſuſtained for the ſame common Cauſe, the conſtant 
Expectation of their own 2— and the * 

| ſary 
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fary Preparations for meeting it, as became Chriſtians; 
Theſe things preſerved the tendereſt Love and moſt 
compaſhonate Regard for one another; A Charity ex- 
preſſed by the readieſt Supplies of all ſorts, but eſpe- 
cially of all Spiritual Comforts and Aſſiſtances: 
Which could not but be very large and fervent, 


when kindled and kept up by the Love and Grace of 
God, added to and enforcing thoſe Endearments, 


which the being involved together in one Common 


Cauſe and Calamity uſes to ſofter even Natural Men 
into. Add to all this, that there was then no Greatneſs 
to thoſe of Inferiour Condition to Envy,no Preferments: 
for Men unprovided to covet, no Popularity to affect, no 
Parties to be form d or headed for Advantage: while 
the Higher Poſt was but the fairer Mark, and brought no 
Preference, except that of expoſing the Perſon more 
eminently for the next Sacrifice to the Fury of the 
People, or the Barbarity of a Brutiſn Ruler, It was 
when the World crowded into the Church, and Chri- 
ſtian was a Name of ſecular Priviledge, that Ambiti- 
om and Avarice, Emulation and Contention diſturbed 
the Peace, and deformed the Face of Chriſtianity. 
Nor was Religion ever proſtituted to Quarrels and 
Faction, till it was found worth while to make it a 
Trade, and: of ſome Conſequence to the Affairs of 
this World; to Tyrannize over, and tear, and deſtroy, 
and damn one another. | 

I do not think my felf concerned, for the Support 
of this Argument, to diſſemble thoſe early Hereſies 
that threatned this Religion in its Infancy. The 
Gnoſtiche in particular, and all that numerous Brood 
of Monſters, who did not only all corrupt, and many 
apoſtatize from, but ſome become the bittereſt Perſe- 
autors of the Faith they once profeſſed. But they 


only 
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only profeſſed it, for St. Joh» declares, they went out 
from us, but they were not of uu. Thele Hereſies there- 
fore may be reckoned among the Perſecutions of the 
Church; and, not now to repeat the Benefits which 
- have * formerly mentioned, as accruing to the Truth 


1 John 1+ 19. 


Let. 1701. 
Serm. iii. 


by their Means, what St. Paul ſays + is equally true of; i Cor. ix. 15. 


Both, there muſt be ſuch, that they which are approved 
might be made manifeſt. God ſaw it neceſſary to per- 
mit them, that Men might be diſtinguiſhed ; This 
was the. Teſt they were to be brought to, The Fire 
for proving which was true Silver, and which repro- 
bate and Counterfeit. And hence again we may ea- 
fily diſcern, why it was natural enough, that Peace 
and Unity in Doctrine and Affection fhould be the 
genuine Fruit of Perſecution, becauſe this proved Men 
throughly, and left no room for Hypocriſy. And, 
though it drove many off from Chriſtianity indeed, 
and kept. back more from coming into it, yet in all 
this the Truth was no Loſer. God by this Method purg- 
ed the Oar from the Droſs z He ſifted and winnow- 
ed his Wheat, but the Garner was never the poorer 
for this Separation. A Separation fit to be made, and 
yet not poſſible to be made without ſome violence: 
But ſtill it ſwept off only the Chaff and the Refuſe. 
And thus the Church of Chriſt loſt none but ſuch as 
added nothing to her, ſuch as were not worthy to be 
got or kept; and the Glory of Religion does not con- 
ſiſt in the Numbers, or the Bulk; but in the Goodneſs, 
the Sincerity, the Firmneſs, and tryed Virtue of them 
that profeſs to believe it. Which leads me to con- 
ſider a Third Advantage ariſing from Perſecution, 
3. That of manifeſting the Power of this Religion 


upon the Lives and Actions of its Profeſſors. Of 


all the Perſwaſtves, that conduced to the bringing in 
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the World to Chriſt, it may be doubted, whether 
Any were more ſucceſsful, than the Exemplary Pi 


and uncommon Virtues of thoſe who had already gt- 
ven in their Names to him. Now, though ſuch 
might be expected from the Principles of this Rell- 
gion at any time, yet would Men be more eſpecial. 
ly quickned up to them, when ſenſible, that they 
were curiouſly watched by envious Eyes, that every 
Failing would be matter of Joy and Triumph, and 


give Countenance to that Malice and Genetal Averſi- 
on, which waited for a plauſible Pretence to ruine 
them ; that they were loaded with the blackeſt Ca- 


lumnies, which if not confuted by a Blameleſs and 


excellent Life, not their on Perſons and private Re- 


putation only, but even that of Religion, which they 


Profeſſed to hold dearer than their very Lives, muſt 
fuffer greatly by any Blemiſh they ſhould caſt upon 


it, In this and the like Caſes, I ſay, Men of Honour 
and Conſcience would be exceeding careful to adorn: 
and recommend their Faith, to reflect Luftre back up- 


on it, to ſoften the fierceſt of their Enemies, and 


win over thoſe that ſhould ſee the Shining of their 


' Eight, as:well in living as dying for the Goſpel. And: 
this in Fact was fo peculiar to the Times of Tribula- 


tion, that, asPeace and Proſperity, the Countenance 
of Great Men, and the Laws of Nations came over to 
the ſide of Chriſtianity, much in the ſame Proporti- 


ons did Sin and Security ereep in, and the Piety and 
Prudent Conduct of Chriſtians languiſh and decreaſe. 


ln the mean while Hardſhip and Suffering are the 
Teſt of a Man and his Principles: And therefore, 
when it pleaſed Almighty God to make our Great 


Leaders perfect this way, and leave us in Them fo 


many Monuments of injured and impregnable _ 4 
- | 8 5 : : > 
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he conſulted the Honour of his Gofpel, and Signa- 
lized it more effectually, than ſeems poſſible to have 
been done, had his Servant endured no contradiition 
of Sinners againſt themſelves, nor ever been called to re- 
t unto Blood at all. For ſince the moſt refined In- 

itutions before had furniſhed Men with remedies in 
their Troffhyjes, however entertaining in the Specula- 
tion, yet ſhort and feeble in the uſe; What could 
commend the Goſpel more, than that its Principles 
furniſh Holy Comforts and Supports, proved by ſuch 
numberleſs Experiments to be more than ſufficient for 
the utmoſt Difficulties and Diſtreſſes? That they af- 


fure Men of a Crown fo much more Maſſive, as the 


Race for it is run with more of Sweat and Patience; 
and that its Rewards do by their Vaſtneſs and Eter- 
nity, make ample amends for being out of Sight and 
at a Diſtance from us: In a Word, that this Faith, 
and this only, could triumph over Malice and Diſ- 
grace, Priſons and Tortures and Death; not by Ro- 
mantick Notions or a Frantick Zeal, but by the Nord- 
of Truth and Sobermeſs ; and could enable expiring 
Martyrs to make fometimes more Converts of Specta- 
tors, of Enemies, of their very Executioners, by their 
manner of dying, than their moſt laborious Preachi 
had gained through the whole Courſe of their Lives? 
For tis to be obſerved, that the Influence of thoſe 
Good Mens Suffetings would naturally differ according 
to the different Tempers of the Perſons, under 
whoſe Conſideration they fell. The Lovers of Plea- 
fore and the preſent World, perverted with Luſts, 
and poſſeſſed with Prejudices, would let fall their 
Good Intentions upon this Account. But thoſe of 
Probity and purer Minds would enter into another 
fore of Reflections. They would tell themſelves, tho 
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Humonr, or Deceit, or ſlight Perſwaſions, do not 
uſe to carry Men in their Wits thus far; and this 
would make them think it worth enquiring into the 
Reaſons of ſuch ſtedfaſt and amazing Perſeverance. 
And thus again, if Chriſtianity did not gain the 
Moſt, it would be ſure to gain the Beſt of Mankind. 
A Conqueſt not only more valuable, but more laſting, 
than if its Beginnings had been proſperous, and the 
vertue of complying with it conſequently leſs. For 
They, who (like the Wiſe King and Builder in the 
Parable ) had ſat down firſt, and truly computed 
the utmoſt of their Coſt, and the Number of the 


Forces they had to encounter, and were contented 


notwithſtanding to take Religion with all its Encum- 
brances; would not in likelihood deſert it again. 
Becauſe, however worldly Intereſts might change, 
yet Truth and not Intereſt was the Motive that 
JP Them in, and Truth is ſure to be always the 
ac"; | 599 

If then the accurate Underſtanding, the deliberate 
Embracing, the Fair and Vigorous defending of any 
Doctrine ; If the Unity and Good Correſpondence, 
If the brighteſt Virtues, and moſt moving Examples 


ſhining forth, both in the Lives and Deaths of its 


Profeſſors, be manifeſtly for its Advantage; then 
more I think needs not be ſaid to prove, that the 
Perſecutions and Sufferings of the Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, (which by the grace of God pro- 
duced theſe Effects, contrary to the bent of Nature 
left to it ſelf, yet very agreeable to the Dictates of 
Reaſon, directed and aſſiſted from above) did great- 
ly conduce to the Promotion and the Glory of the 
Chriſtian Faith; and to the ſatisfying all conſider- 
ing People, that a Religion thus begun, improved, 

en- 
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enlarged and made Univerſal, in deſpight of all Hn- 
mane Oppoſition, was, could not but be, the Word and 
Work of God. | 


II. The ſame Concluſion, I am next to ſhew, does 
as evidently reſult from that Second Signification of 
Weakneſs in my Text, as it may reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed to denote the deſpicable Condition, and ve- 
ry mean Endowments of the fi:{t Planters and Propa- 
gators of this Religion. 

The Deſign of St. Paul in the Words, and of my 
Diſcourſe from them, is to make it appear, that a juſt 
Conſideration of the Chriſtian Faith, and its Eſta- 
bliſhment in the World might have awakened other 
Notions in Men's Minds, and have induced them to 
think what they reproached as the . Fool:ſbneſs and 
Weakneſs, to be in truth the Wiſdom and the Power of 
God. Tis true, it might ſo, and with Some it did 
ſo: But 'tis as true withal, that the Reaſons inducing 
this perſwaſion were not very likely to be, as in fact 
they were not, fairly attended to by the Generality of 
Mankind. Of which there is this plain Account to 
be given, that the manner of revealing the Goſpel 
left room for Cavil and Contradiction, and the Tem- 
per of People was fitted to take every poſſible Ad- 
vantage againſt it. The Doctrines, though confir- 
med with Evidence ſufficient to convince the Honeſt 
and Sincere, the Careful and Inquiſitive, were yet 
never deſigned to enlighten the Negligent and Sloth- 
ful, or to bear down the Obſtinate and Prepoſſeſſed. 
And this was the mighty Hindrance, that Darkneſs 
was more acceptable than Light. For Vice and Cor- 
ruption have this. peculiar Miſchief attending them, 
that they do not only infect and diſorder Humane 

Nature, 
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Nature, but make us fond of our Diſeaſe. We 
hate our Phyficians, and loath our Remedies, and 
take it unkindly to be cured. And fo long as Luſt 
and Paſſion, Ambition and Avarice, Envy and Re- 
venge, Luxury and Love of the World are Predomi- 
nant in our Hearts; fo long the Goſpel muſt have ir- 
reconcileable Enemies, and be withſtood with the 
utmoſt Inveteracy: Except God would change Man's 
Natural Conſtitution, and his conftant Meaſures of 
ating, and, inſtead of perſwading, compel them to 
their Duty. ed Ges 

He then, that ſhall ſeriouſly reflect, how general, 
how powerful theſe Prejudices are, cannot, I conceive, 
want much Pains to make him ſenſible, that no Au- 
thority leſs than Divine could ſuffice, I do not ſay 


to vanquiſh them; Or that no Aſliſtance leſs than Di- 


vine could render the Apoſtles ſucceſsful in fo bold 
an Encounter ; but that no Spirit leſs than Divine 
could give any Man the Courage to attempt it. Not 
Theſe of any Men, who had no Character in the 
World, no er or Greatneſs, no Education or Art 
to attract Admiration or Reſpect, or in any Degree to 
recommend the Doctrines they undertook to Preach. 
Not theſe Men, who knew they were to ſtem the 
Current of Natural Inclinations, and ſet themſelves 


in Array againſt a whole World of Adverſaries, by 


advancing not only new Articles of Belief, but v 
unpleaſing and ſevere Commands in Matters of Prac- 
tice. Not theſe Men, who were well appriſed be- 
forehand, what Cenſures and Reproaches, what In- 
dignities and Barbarities they muſt undergo: what 
unavoidable Oppoſition from the Great and the Lear- 
ned, the Bnſy and Tnrbulent, the Superſtitions and 
Profane, for overthrowing Schemes of 2 of 
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long Antiquity and univerſal Acceptance, fixed by 
Laws of Nations among the Heathen; and One 2 
mong the Jews confeſſedly inſtituted by the true God 
himſelf. Not theſe Men, who by ſeveral Experiments 
had formerly diſcovered their own Infirmities 'and 
Fears, and that no People were more diſpirited by nf 
the apprehenſion or approach of Danger. And there- 4 
fore, when They, who were taken from their Boats 
and mending their Nets, became Fiſhers of Men; When 
They, who were taker * notice of to be unlearned and . ap, iv, 1, 
ignorant, apply themſelves readily to People of all 
Countries in their own Languages; and attained in 
an Inſtant to a Perfection of Speaking, which the 1 
moſt capable and induſtrious never yet arrived at by 1 
the whole compaſs of a long Life's Study; When They j 
who declined going into Judea with our Lord, becauſe 
the Jews had ſought to kill him; and All forſook him 
at the approach of a ſmall band of Soldiers; and even 
after his Reſurrection retired and ſhut their Doors to 
conceal their Aſſembling from their Enemies; When 
Theſe Perſons, I ſay, had the confidence ſhortly af- 
ter to ſpeak undauntedly before Synagogues, and Ru- 
lers, and Kings; to rejoyce in ſcourgings and Impri- 
ſonments, and meet and triumph over Death in its 
moſt frightful Shape : and even refuſe a Deliverance 
from Racks, and Fires, and Croſſes, when the ſheddin 
of their Blood might turn to account; This — 
needs be the Work of a Principle far above Nature: 
For what indeed leſs than the God of Nature could 
produce ſo amazing an Alteration in the Abilities and 
the Tempers, the Apprehenſions and the Behaviour 
of Any, eſpecially of ſuch Men? | 
This for Themſelves, and ta? Attempt it ſelf z 
Then for the wonderful Succeſs of that Vigour they 4 
D were | if 
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were inſpired to make this combat with. The Mea- 
ſures for propagating Humane Inventions, and what 
the former ages of the World were wont to call Re- 
ligion, were directly oppoſite to Theirs ; and yet the 
Methods were not more different, than were the E- 
vents that followed them, The Maſters of other Lear- 
ning and good Manners were carefully trained up to- 
this Employment : They travelled into remote Coun- 
tries, ſpent many Years in a long courſe of Study, 


and enriched their Minds with curious Obfervations : 


They applyed their utmoſt Diligence to all the 
Arts of moving the Paſſions, ſuch as might render 


them dextrous in perſwading, and to ſet off their 


Matter with all poſhble Ornament and Eloquence: 
This procured them mighty Reſpect and Admiration, 
and made their Exhortations to be received like ſo 
many Oracles. But the Apoſtles came provided with 
none of theſe Advantages; Theſe rough unpoliſh'd 
Men were taken 1mmediately from their Boats, and 
Seats for Receit of Cuſtom, to teach the ſublimeſt 
Philoſophy ; and they taught it in a manner ſuitable 
to their Condition, with. unaffected Simplicity and the 
greateſt plainneſs of Speech. They were rejected and 
deſpiſed, hated and flandered, Diſgraced and Beaten. 
publickly, expoſed: to popular Rage, as Wretches not 
it to live upon the Earth; and yet the moſt celebrated 
Philoſophers, and yet the moſt accompliſhed Orators 
werenotall of them together ſo powerful as One of the 
teaſt of Theſe. They enlightened Men's Underſtand- 
ings, convinced their Judgments, baffled whole Sy- 
nagogues, ſtruck an Awe into Courts of Judicature, 
confounded Gainſayers, charmed Enemies, converted 
Kingdoms, put Subtlety to filence, ſubdued and re- 
formed a Corrupted World, and were the only Per- 
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forts, that ever triumphed over the Diſadvantages of 


Johg-rooted Prepoſſeſſions, implacable Malice, and 
general Contempt. In deſpight of all theſe, and 
without any artful Inſinuations, their Authority and 
commanding Influence was ſuch, that their Follow- 
ers were content not only to believe, but to Sacrifice 
their Eſtates, their Reputation, their Liberty, their 
Lives, and to ſtake down their Souls, theit All upon 
the Credit of theſe new Maſters. So amazing was 
Their Succeſs, with ſo much leſs in all Humane Ap 
peatatice to promiſe it. And, conſidering how ex- 
travagantly the Perſons of Men are frequently admi- 
red, how their Greatneſs is feared, their eminent 
Parts and moving Rhetorick followed; and how 
blindly the groſſeſt Errors, when thus recommend- 
ed, are too often ſwallowed and ſubmitted to ; 80 
Happy was it for Religion, that its firſt Preachers had 
none of thoſe falſe Charms, which uſe to ſeduce and 
i the Unwary. For being thus deſtitute of 
all Strength and Beauty, but that which is properly 
its own, and thus becoming Vidorious there can re- 
main no doubt to what the Conqueſts it won are ow- 
ing. Nor can ſuch unparallelled, ſuch deſervedly ſur- 
prizing Evetits be aſcribed with good Reaſon to 
other Author or End, than thoſe which St. Paal 
hath accounted for them by; when, in the Verſes 
preſently after my Text, affirming theſe things to be 
done by God, that 20 Fleſb might have any manner 
of Pretence to Glory in his Preſence, when the con- 
founding the Wiſe and the Mighty things of this World 
with Baſe, and Weak, and Fooliſh, and Deſpiſed Things, 
ard (as he moſt emphatically expreſſes it) bringing 
0 noughit the things that are, with the things that are 
not, was ſo entirely, ſo viſibly his o] j Work, _:: 
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_overruling Providence, to convert all the Op 


And, as theſe Conſiderations prove it the Lord's 
doing, ſo do they prove no leſs the firm perſwaſion 
of its being ſo, in the Perſons who were made his 
Inſtruments for effecting it. For, had they any In- 
tereſts of their own in view, how eaſily might they 
have advanced or enriched themſelves ? If the Jews 


gave large Money to the Souldiers who guarded our 


Lord's Sepulchre, for ſaying, his Diſciples ſtole him 
away while they ſlept, what Bounds, think you, would 
have been ſet to their ĩimpious Liberality, if the Diſ- 
ciples themſelves could have been brought in to back 
that Evidence? And what ſhould hinder them from do- 
ing it, at leaſt from fitting (till and not oppoſing it, had 
they not known the Doctrine they Preached to be not 
only infallibly true, but abſolutely neceſſary to be be- 
tieved and publifhed at the Expence of all this World 
counts dear: Nay, and had they not been perfectly ſa- 
tisfied too, that, all the Dangers and Difficulties from 
without, all the Weakneſſes and Imperfections from 
within notwithſtanding,the Undertaking could not fail; 
fince it was God's own Cauſe they were engaged in, up- 
on whom they might ſafely depend, not only for a 
more exceeding and glorious Recompence of their 
own perſonal Sufferings, but for the Wiſdom of his 


poſition of 


Subtle and Malicious Adverſaries, into an occaſion of 


greater Honour and Triumph to that victorious Goſpel, 
which ſtorms, ſo many and ſo violent, did from every 
Quarter blow and beat upon, but blow and beat upon 
in vain ? | NE, 

For this in very Truth was the ſurprizing diffe- 
rence between the Chriſtian, and all other Religions 
in the World. Thoſe of Humane Inſtitution, and 


even that of Divine among the Jews too, grew into 


Reverenee by the help of Power, the Countenance 
| of 
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of Authority, and the Encouragement of great Suc- 
ceſſes, confirming thoſe who did already, and invi- 
ting others to embrace them. Nay, not content with 
theſe Advantages, they have too often and too ſcan- 
dalouſly betaken themſelves to Methods of Rigour 
and Force, enſlaved Men's Bodies firſt and then their 
Minds, and ſupported this double Tyranny by Fire 
and Sword. The Goſpel, quite otherwiſe, was plant- 
ed in Weakneſs and Diſgrace, in Perſecutions and 


Afflictions, in Tears, and Prayers, and Patience; It 


was watered with the Blood of many Thouſands of its 
Profeſſors z and the more Endeavours were applyed 
to cut it down, or to root it out, the more it grew, 
and flouriſhed prodigiouſly, and ſpread its Branches 
wider. And Humane Strength, without which other 
Schemes of Religion have not been able to ſubſiſt, 
contributed nothing to the Increaſe or Support of 
This, except then when with the utmoſt Vigour em- 
ploy'd againſt it. So evidently was this Plant of our 
Heavenly Father's Planting, and therefore not to be 
plucked up; but when depreſſed, wounded, lopp'd, 
and maim'd, and torn perpetually in the principal of 
its Branches, and the choiceft of its Fruit, (till its 
growth was but the more proſperous and amazing; 

And all this, that it might be the more unqueſtiona- 

bly proved to be from the Excellency of a Power, which 
was of God and not of Men. _ | 

In the mean while, I am very ſenſible, that Succeſs 
1s one of thoſe Common-place Arguments, which is 
made much too free with by every Party, and for 


every Cauſe. And no body here nceds be told, how 


frequently, how groſly, how impudently it hath been 
abuſed, with a Deſign to create in Men a Belief, 
that God approves thoſe Actions and Deſigns, which, 
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to demonſtrate the Wiſdom of his Providence, he 
is ſometimes pleaſed to permit and proſper. The 
time will not ſuffer me to clear the Difficulties relating 
to this Point: Nor is it neceſſary; For whatever may 
be requiſite in Other Cafes, yet all I need to fay 
in This cotnes within a very ſhort Compaſs. For, 
though Men may too eaſily be miſtaken themſelves, 
or through unthinking Ignorance or wicked Induſtry 


lead others into Miſtakes - concluding from Succeſs, 


where the Intereſts and Cottcurrence of Men ate 


concerned in forming the Event; Yet there can be 


no room for a Fallacy of this Natute, in an Event 
and Deſign carried on and effected, not by the Help 
of, but without, and even in defiance and deſpight 
of all Humane Application. And therefore, when 
ſuch a work is itt no Degree Man's, but entirely God's 
own, as the Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel hath been 
unqueſtionably fhewn to be; we may be certain, 
(if we can be fo of any thing) not only that God 
created this wonderful Work, that he choſe to 
do it with ſuch Evidences of his Approbation and 
Delight, becauſe he faw it was fo very good. 
Remember then, my Brethren, that as off as ye pro- 
feſs and acknowledge your Obligation to the Doc- 
trines and Precepts of the Goſpel, This is the on- 


ing an Engagement, that hath the moſt tational and 


powerful Arguments in the World to ſtrengthen it. 
Tis the avowing a Religion delivered by God him- 
felf in Sori > A Religion, that is not, cannot 
with any Colour of Reaſon be ſuſpected for the 
Contrivance of Artful and Deſigning Men; Not the 


Tyrannical and Arbitrary enſlaving or enſnaring Peo- 


ples Conſctences, but ſuch as commands ns to believe 
and practice agrecably to our beſt Judgment, and wy 
N poles 
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poſes nothing upon Any, but what every Wife Man 
would impoſe upon himſelf, and every Impartial Man 
muſt needs be ſatisfied in the Truth and Evidence of, up- 
on the ſame Terms, as he allows fit to give Satisfaction 
in Caſes of the like Nature. A Religion, that is not, 
could not be the Work of Popular Fury or Faction, 
of Craft and Deceit, but which maintained the Com- 
bat with, and triumphed over the utmoſt Efforts theſe 
could make againſt it. A Religion not advanced or 
ſettled upon Proſpect of Intereſt or Greatneſs, nor 
inculcated by Terror, or Awe, or Force; Not inſi- 
nuated by falſe Diſguiſes and fair Speeches; Nor en- 
tertained for/Fear, or Gain, or Eaſe, or Pleaſure; but 
One, that hath maintained a long and refolnte Con- 
flict againſt all theſe, and baffled them moſt ſhame- 
fully. And by that Victory hath acquired to it ſelf 
Immortal Renown, the Profoundeſt Reverence, and 
the moſt indiſputable right to an univerſal Acknow- 
ledgment. For by this Succeſs, thus obtained, it is 


exceeding manifeſt that God was for it; and that 


this made it ſignify ſo very little, Who, or What 
were or could be againſt it. N 


I have now gone through the ſeveral Heads at firſt 
propounded, for vindicating the Truth and Honour, 
the incomparable Excellence and Wiſdom, and the 
certainly Divine Authority of the Chriſtian Religion, 
againſt the Objections, which Ignorance or Inconſide- 
ration, Subtlety or Intereſt, Perverſeneſs or Prepoſſeſ- 


fion, Profaneneſs or Malice uſe to form again(t it. 


Theſe have been conſidered, in a manner, though 
not altogether ſuitable to the Dignity of the 
dubject; (for Who not immediately inſpired from 
above is capable of coming up to That?) W 
| | r 
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_ tinned Operations of a miraculous Power, and 


far ſhort, .T am ſenſible, of that Copiouſneſs, which 
the Importunity of our Adverſaries would ſeem to re- 
quire, yet in ſuch as God hath enabled, and the Li- 
mitation of my Superiours hath allowed Me Space 
for. And hope, I may add too, ſuch as, to ſober 


and impartial Conſiderers, may anſwer the End of this 


pious Inſtitution. Permit me only to conclude theſe 
Endeavours, with a few very plain and ſhort Infe- 


rences; Some more immediately relating to the Point 


juſt now diſcuſſed, and Others to the -matter of the 
Argument more at large. + | . 


I. Firſt then, The Advantage, which Religion 


hath been ſhewed to receive from the Perſecutions en- 
dured by the Primitive Chriſtians, can be no good 
Reaſon, why we ſhould not moſt earneſtly pray for, 


and eſteem the Peace and Proſperity: of the Church, a 


Signal and moſt valuable Bleſſing. The different Diſ- 
penſations of Providence in this kind have each their 
proper Seaſons, and the Benefits reſulting from each 


are to be meaſured by the preſent Condition and Exi- 


gences of the Perſons to whom they are diſpenſed. 
As therefore ſuch a general Oppoſition, and Difficul- 
ties inſuperable to ſtrength merely Humane, were at 
firſt neceſſary to prove the Goſpel and its Progreſs an 
Inſtitution and Effect truly Divine: So, when this 
Proof had been ſufficiently made, it was no leſs neceſ- 
ſary afterwards, that God ſhould teſtify his Approbati- 
on of it, by ſuch Marks of Favour as himſelf had 
promiſed, and as the Nature of the thing required. 
For this it did; when the State of Religion was ſo far 
confirmed; as to ſuperſede all Occaſion for the con- 


left to ſubſiſt upon Ordinary Methods, ſeconded and 
ſucceeded by common Aſſiſtances. Had the Perſecu- 
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tions of the Faith been perpetual, thoſe Operations 
muſt haye loſt their End, For, what way ſhould the 
World be fatisfied, that this was God's Word had it 
not flouriſhed and proſpered, and, through ſo many 
black and tedious Storms, reigned over Men's Hearts 
at laſt, in all the Glory and Tranquillity, which might 
appear a fit and ample Recompence for all the Hard- 
ſhips and Reproaches ſuſtained in order to it? This 
Advantageous turn of Affairs is the Conſideration of 
greateſt force, in the Point we have been debating : 
That it ſhould be brought to paſs, and eſpecially, by 
Means ſo ſeemingly contrary. But Perſecutions taken 


by themſelves, or the bare Preſervation of the Faith- 


ful under them, might have tempted People to ſuſ- 
pect, that God hated ſuch Men and their Principles: 
and only kept them from periſhing ( like the race of 
the obſtinate Jews ) that they might be the conſtant 
Marks and Monuments of his Vengeance. So then up- 
on the whole Matter, we may ſay, that had the Go- 
ſpel never been perſecuted, we could not ſo well have 
known that its Doctrines were not of Men; And, 
had it not been victorious and peaceable at laſt, we 
could not have certainly concluded that its Doctrines 
muſt needs be of God. 

It is but too true, (which was obſerved in the 
foregoing part of this Diſcourſe, ) that the Piety and 
Union of Chriſtians viſibly decreaſed, as thoſe Perſe- 
cutions ſlackned. But This is no Direct and Natural, 
but an Accidental Conſequence only of ſuch a Change 
of Affairs; and therefore external Peace and Proſpe- 
rity are not to be charged with it: nor muſt they be 
eſteemed the leſs a Bleſſing, for the Abuſes or Neg- 
lects, which the Corruption of Men's Hearts is the on- 
ly true Cauſe of. Theſe, like all other Mercies, are 


E good 
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good and defireable, though capable of being made 
the Occaſion of Evil. And generally ſpeaking, it can- 
not be denied that (the Frailty and Weakneſs of Hu- 
mane Nature conſidered) the Church is then moſt ha 
py, when leaſt expoſed to ſevere and trying Afflicti- 
ens. He therefore, who hath taught us to pray, that 
Our Heavenly Father would not lead us into Temptation, 
allows, nay teaches us, to prefer a calm undiſturbed 
exerciſe and publick Encouragement of the true Re- 
ligion, before thoſe boiſterous Storms, and deep Wa- 
ters, in which, though the uncommon Skill and Cou- 
rage of ſome Few may more eminently diſtinguiſh 
them, yet the much greater part of thoſe embarked 
will run too great Hazards of making Shipwrack of 
Faith and a good Conſcience. . 

2. As little ground is there, Secondly, from the firſt 
planting and propagation of this Goſpel by the Mi- 
niſtry of Men illiterate and mean, to inferr, that either 
the Advantages of acquired Learning, or thoſe of a 
liberal Education and Fortune, are not fit or not pro- 
fitable Helps to be employed in the Service of Religi- 
on; For whatever Colour ſome odd. Arguers have 
imagined ſuch Paffages as this of my Text to give, 
for the keeping in Countenance their Ignorance or 
Enthuſiaſm, tis all a falſe varniſh of their own ; 
far from St. Paul's meaning, inconſiſtent with the Me- 
thods of God, even in thoſe early Days, and much 
more with the reaſon of the thing, and the Conditi- 
on of the Church in after Ages. 

St. Paul indeed mentions the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
ing, but did he in good earneſt think it ſo? No. He 
declares it more than Humane Wiſdom. And there- 
fore in ſuch Expreſfions he ſpeaks not his on Senſe 
of it, but Theirs who, fond of the Subtlety and ela- 


borate 
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borate Eloquence of their Own, held the Plainneſs 
and Simplicity of the Chriſtian Teachers in utmoſt 
Contempt. It pleaſed God to begin this mighty 
Work by Men deſtitute of all acquired Advantages ; 


And by ſuch only at the firſt z To ſhew, that even 


Theſe, when enlightned and aſſiſted by this Almighty 
Spirit, were in the Power of that alone ſufficient for 
the Mighty Undertaking, But was St. Paul the lefs 
a choſen Veſſel, for being brought up at the Feet of 
Gamaliel 2 Or did that Spirit diſdain to have the 
Knowledge of his own inſpiring mingled in Argument, 
againſt the Jews, with that Skill in the Law of Moſes, 
which his extraordinary Proficience in Their Schools 
had furniſhed, Or againſt the Greeks, with Teſtimonies 
of their own, though Heathen and Profane Poets? 
Thus the Caſe ſtood, even when the miraculous Com- 
munications of the Holy Ghoſt ran higheſt : But, as 
they came in proceſs of time to be abated or with- 
drawn, it was enough that Men of Letters had been 
converted by thoſe of none : And then again, that 
theſe ſhould employ their Talent againſt Jews and 
Greeks z Attack them in the Way they admired and 
chiefly confided in, and be provided for the Weilding 
the Weapons of Learning and HumaneReaſon in combat 
with the moſt accompliſhed Maſters, Thus we find it 
was with Juſtin Martyr, Athenagoras, and other early 
and eminent Apologiſts for the Chriſtian Faith.” And 
thus it ought to be; that Indaſtry and Study ſhould 
ſupply the place of immediate Infuſions. Nor could 
It be otherwiſe, unleſs we would ſuppoſe the Age 
of Miracles to continue to the end of the World; 
Which, as it plainly contradi&s Experience, fo does 
it ſeem by no means to conſiſt, either with the Wiß 
dom of the Governour of the World, or with the 
uſe and end of Miracles themſelves. In ſhort, God 
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deals with. Iſrael after the Spirit, as he did with Irael 
after the Fleſh : Concerning whom the Scripture 
gives . us one remarkable Specimen, which, well obſer- 
ved and carefully applyed will be a rule to dire& our 
Judgments in all the Diſpenſations of this kind. Tis, 
that though their Manna was daily ſhowered from 
Heaven, during the Courſe of their long Sojourn- 
ing in a barren and dry Wilderneſs ; yet from the 
day they eat of the old Corn of Canaan; that is, when 
they enjoyed, and by their own Care and Tillage af- 
terwards, were in a Capacity of providing them- 
ſelves with common Suſtenance, their feeding upon 
a daily Miracle ceaſed. together with. that neceſſity 
which called for it. | . 

The ſame is to be ſaid with regard to the Advan- 
tages of Fortune: Which were abundantly compen- 


fated by. the Power of working Miracles: and ſuch 


Evidences of the Divine Favour and Miſſion, as no 
worldly Preeminences can compare with. But when 
Chriſtianity, as to its external Circumſtances, came to 
be upon another Foot; it was for its Benefit and Dig- 
nity, that the Subſiſtence of its Preachers ſhould be 
neither Poor nor altogether Precarious. And, though 
it were certainly a prudent and happy Proviſion, that 
among its firſt Believers. not any Wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh, not many rich, not many Noble ſhould be called, 
yet no Man, in his Wits, I think, but muſt allow, 
that the more of theſe are now called, the better it 
18. For, however the former might be of greater 
Service to the Goſpel in its Infancy, when it was to 
be ſupported by the immediate Interpoſition of an 
extraordinary: Providence; yetin its adultState, when 
an ordinary Providence with Humane Helps would 
ſuffice, the. Countenance. and Examples of the Great, 


and 
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and \' Honourable, ' and the protection of the Civil | 
Power. as they would naturally contribute a great 
deal, ſo it is expected that they ſhould contribute all 
they can, to the Security, the Honour, and the Ad- 
van cement of that Truth, which it is more for their | 
true Glory to be Profeſfors and Prometers of, than all | 
their earthly Grandeur can derive upon them. | 
. Theſe Inferences ſhall ſuffice to he deduced from 
the Preſent Diſcourſe. Let me add but One or Two = 
from thoſe went before, and then I conclude. 
1. Firſt then, From what bath been delivered up- | 
on this Occaſion, we are directed to make a right 
Judgment of that Doctrine, which contends, that 
all neceſſary Faith is reſolved into this ſingle Propo- 
ſition, that Jeſus is the Meſſzah or Son of God. Take 
this in its juſt Latitude, and the Truth of it cannot 
be diſputed. But then ſo taken it will do no Service 
to Their Cauſe, who advance it, with a Deſign to ex- 
clude the Neceſſity of believing the Doctrines of the 
Trinity, the Divinity of the Son of God, and the f 
Satisfaction for Sin, made by his meritorious Suffer- 5 
ings and Death. For what is it to believe Jeſus the 6 
Meſſiah? Is it not to believe, that he in every reſpect | 
filled that Character, and perfectly accompliſhed all 
thoſe Promiſes, which the Prophecies and Types of 
the Old Teſtament had given Men reaſon to expect at 
his Appearance? Is not this the Natural Conſequenee 
of that very Scripture, from whence the Argument ſup- 
rting that other Opinion ſeems chiefly to be infer- 
; red? The Baptiſm, I mean, of the Eunuch by * Phi- Adds viii. 
"1 lip: The Grounds of whoſe Converſion the fame 
Paſſage declares to have been Jaid in a right Under- 
ftanding of 1ſaiah's Fifty Third Chapter, where the 
End and Benefits of the Meſſiah's Suffetings are * | 
| a 


* 
1 
* 


* exactly defcribed: And, though the Eunuch's 


Confeſſion do not in ſo many Words expreſs, yet, 
Can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that he, who made a 
new Proſelyte upon this very Topick, admitted him 
to Baptiſm, without knowing that Confeſſion to im- 
ply, a ſtedfaſt Faith in thoſe Sufferings ſo explained? 
To believe in the Meſſiab muſt at leaſt import belie- 


ving him a Teacher ſent from God, and conſequent- 


ly a Belief of all, which either He delivered concer- 
ning himſelf, or Others ſent by Him, acted and atteſt- 
ed to by the ſame Spirit, were commiſſioned to deliver 
concerning him. And, if the Writers of the Books 


of the New Teſtament were all of them Perſons of 


this Character, then muſt the Rule and Meaſure of 
our Faith extend to the whole of what they have 
left us about this Matter. Then either are thoſe other 
Points, which the Chriſtian Church hath uſed to re- 
quire our Aſſent to, as a neceſſary Condition of Mem- 
berſhip, not contained in Scripture ; (which is an I- 
ſue we are well content to put the debate upon ) Or 
elſe, He who believes Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, be- 
lieves him God of the fame Nature with his Father, 
believes him to have died a Sacrifice for, and to have 
riſen for the Juſtification of Sinners; believes his Me- 
diatory Kingdom, and expects him as a Judge and 
Diſtributer of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments at the 
general Reſurre&ion : In a word, believes all that he 
hath taught us concerning his Bleſſed Spirit, and the 
Powers and Priviledges with which he hath endued 
his Myſtical Body the Church. Thus to believe him 
the Meſſiah, is a very comprehenfive Propoſition, and 
in this Senſe tis a Summary of all neceſſary Faith. But 
£0 reduce thoſe Terms to ſo narrow a Senſe, as ſhall 
denote a merè Man, authorized by God in the — 
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of the moſt eminent Prophet, and a Son of God by 
Office or Affection and Special Favour only; This is 
ſo far from that Faith which conſtitutes a Chriſtian, 
that (notwithſtanding any Preeminence above the reſt 
which it hath been thought decent to complement- 
him with) it ſeems to belong to every inſpired Pro- 
phet, who taught and died in Confirmation of the- 
Fruth, no leſs than to Jeſs of Nazareth himſelf. 
And therefore to propoſe this under ſuch Reſtraints, 
as an Adequate Standard of a Chriſtian's Belief, is 
but another Inſtance of that Sophiſtry, employed 
with ſo perverſe a Subtlety, to elude the true pur- 
port of Scripture, in favour of thoſe many pernicious 
Errors, which this pretended Rule is made uſe of to- 
countenance and maintain. 

2, It may not be amiſs in the La place, to warn 
the Weak and Unlearned, that they ſuffer not them- 
ſelves to fall from their own Stedfaftneſs, upon the 


Account of any bold Oppoſition, which they may ſee 


ſtill made againſt the Doctrines I have been affert- 
ing. The Cauſes of a Liberty ( Licentiouſneſs ra- 
ther) in ſtriking at the very Fundamentals of Reli- 
gion, in an Age and Country where in reaſon one 
would leaſt expect it, I take not upon me to aſſign. 
Be this upon the Conſciences of Them who Aſſume 
it to themſelves; or who encourage, or connive at, 


or do not their part to prevent or ſuppreſs it: For of. 


all theſe things God will ſurely require an account. 
What I intend at preſent is to cut off that ſpecious 
pretence of new Diſcoveries and Arguments, by which 
the Men who lic in wait to deceive, labour to unſet- 
tle their too credulous Brethren. As if the Scriptures- 
had never been rightly. underſtood, till God, a Cen- 
tury or Two ago, raiſed up ſome boaſted Lights; 

as 
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: as if the Principles ſo much decryed by theſe 1 


Doctors, and their Followers, had got and kept their 
Ground till then, merely through the Eaſineſs and Ig- 
norance of the Perſons ſubmitting blindly to them. 
It might ſuffice to beat down this Aſſurance to put 


vou in Mind how very near the Modern are to a 


Tranſcript of the Antient Hereſies: And that, though 
they vary a little in form and dreſs, yet their Sub- 
ſtance is ſo much the ſame, that He, who hath digeſ- 
ted the Confutations of the One, will find no migh- 
ty difficulty to detect and confound the Other. But that 
is not all I would ſay, For theſe mighty Exppoſitors 
have deſcended yet lower, and do not diſdain to [ick 
up the Vomit even of Jews and Heathens and Apo- 
ſtates, and ſpit it out at Us. I ask no Pardon for an 
Expreſſion, which St. Peter thought not unbecoming 
in a Caſe not much unlike this. For whoſoever 
ſhall give himſelf the Pains of remarking the Slights 
and Subterfuges of Celſus and Julian, and eſpecially 
of the Jews in their Lipman's Nizachon, Chizuck Emu- 
naß, Porta Veritatis, and ſeveral Conferences with 
Chriſtians, will find many of the Principal Texts 
concerned in latter Controverſies, evaded by the like 
artful Gloſſes in either Caſe. So that I have not 
ſtepp'd out of my way to meet them, nor ſwerved 


beyond the Lines ſet by the Honourable Founder of 


this Lecture, in anſwering Arguments urged by our 
avowed Adverſaries; though taken up ( unwittingly 
perhaps) by ſuch as have excelled the firſt ſubtle 
Contrivers, in little elſe, but the matchleſs Confidence 
of putting upon us a ſenſe of Scripture, profeſſedly 
deſigned to overthrow the Faith of Chriſt, under the 


ſtile and boaſt of the only Juſt Interpreters, and moſt 
Octhodox Chriſtians. 
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Let no Man therefore beguile yon with vain Words. 
All the defence Religten needs at prefent, is not from 
the wyeaktreſs of its Cauſe, or the danger of new and 
more fotmidabte Attacks, but from the unreaſonable 
Clamotirs of its Ad verſtries: And from theſe, not 
becauſe they camoòt be anſwered, but becauſe they 
wilt not be Mend. It pleaſed God in his Wiſdom 
to ſtiffer Men of M Minds to wſe all poſible Means of 
cepraving the Truth, chat Malice or Wit could in- 
vent, in times more capable of knowing what was 


indeed the Filth once delivered to the Saints: And a 


Mercy it was, to Have xhoſe Points fo ſettſed and diſ- 
cuffed, before, not only à greater Giftanee ſtom the 
Fountain-Head, but the miſerable Diviſions of the 
Church ſince, had cut off the Opportunities of ſet- 
ling them, which We muſt otherwiſe have been left 
now to lament, and fit down under the want of. And 
therefore, as no place ſeems to be open for Objec- 
tions perfectly freſh, ſo neither is there any unguar- 
ded, for thoſe who ſtand on the defenſive. But their 
Work ſeems in a manner ready done to their Hands. 
One Difficulty there may lie perhaps heavier upon 
Religion now than ever. A more Scandalous Diſſo- 
luteneſs in the lives of its Profeſſors; And the ſame. 
irit of Wantonneſs and Pride improved by a moſt 
unaccountable Levity and haughty Neglect about the 
moſt ſerious and ſacred Things. But this is a difficul- 
ty of our making, and therefore not only may, but- 
ought to be of our own removing too. And were it 
once removed effectually, Where might the Faith of 
Chriſt be expected to Shine with brighter Luſtre than 
in Our Sion, and in our Age? For what more favour- 
able Circumſtances can concur to the producing fo hap-- 
py an Effect, than a Church 3 Primitive 5 
| _ 
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Doctrine and Worſhip, a Governour ſo exemplary 
and zealous, and eſpecially a God ſo exceeding Gra- 
cious in his wonderful good Providences towards Us. 

O that we may know in this our day the things that be- 
long to our Peace, before they be ( as otherwiſe they 
certainly will be) hidden from our Eyes. And there- 

| fore I cannot better cloſe this whole Subject than with 
| that ſhort, but moſt Significant, and always ( but ne- 
| * Coll, for the Ver more) ſeaſonable Collect, Lord of all Power and 
Pp viith Sundey Might, the Author and Giver of all good things, Graft 
| after Triniy. in our Hearts the love of thy Name, CY in us true 
| | Religion, Nouriſh as with all Goodneſs, and of thy great 
MM Mercy keep us tn the ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. Kr 1 a 
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